MARSHAL   KEY
of 1805 witnessed the transformation of the Army of
England into the seven corps of the Grand Army under
Bernadotte, Marmont, Davout, Soult, Lannes, Ney, and
Augereau, with Bessieres leading the Imperial Guard and
Murat the cavalry. The order to sweep across the Rhine
was fulfilled at an average rate of sixteen miles between
sunrise and sunset, in perfect order and alignment
through France, Holland, and Germany, for the mangled
inducement of five francs a day and the honour of
appearing as the 'advance-guard of the Great People'.
Ney received his instructions on August zyth. Four
days later the 6th Corps broke camp, with Tilly at the
head of the horse, Dupont commanding the ist and
Loison the znd Divisions. The 3rd, under Mahler, fol-
lowed in the rear. Its total strength of over 20,000
comprised twenty-four battalions which were grouped
into six infantry brigades, and three cavalry regiments,
the ist and 3rd Hussars and loth Chasseurs. Thirty-six
guns (a small but normal complement for those days)
rattled alongside. While forty paces ahead of the frontal
file -went Marshal Ney, riding full into the years of
victory.
With the arrival of marching orders he had made a
sudden visit to Paris, and picked up his command again
at St. Dizier. All along the route leave was granted to
every man whose home was in reasonable distance, and
such was the spirit of the march, and so potent the bugles,
that there was not a single gap in the ranks on approach-
ing the frontier. The commissariat arrangements pro-
vided for the orderly exchanging of food and receipts,
the latter being converted into money by local authorities.
It was all very regular and efficient, so that in little over
three weeks after leaving their coastal billets the horses
of Ney's corps were nosing the Rhine at Seltz and
Lauterbourg.
The concentration was effected with the left and right
flanks of the Grand Army resting on Strassburg and
Mayence. An Austrian force under Mack was holding
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